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Al Jumruki

\ L

Editorial |

The Consultative Council of Sharjah recently discussed the policy adopted by the \
Department of Seaports & Customs. The session was attended by Chairman and
Director of the Department who reviewed its missions and developments.

From the discussions held a conclusion was reached that the Department of
Seaports & Customs has followed the right path in investing in the infrastructures |
of its ports and facilities. Such investment has led to supporting, enhancing and &
diversifying the economy of the Emirate and it is found that the Department’s quest
in developing customs works is adhering more and more towards smart solutions.

Throughout years of dedicated work to serve the community, the Department of
Seaports & Customs took development as a road to improve the rendered ports
and customs related services.

Gulf of Oman and ten Customs centers on land, sea and air outlets all over the
| Emirate of Sharjah, the entity is providing a wide spectrum of services that boost

With three main seaports that enjoy strategic locations on the Arabian Gulf and \
|
the local economy and protect and defend the community. -,

.

The followed trend of development will improve as it has done in the past that it
is the best choice to be followed to face future challenges of the ever and fast Y
changing world.
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Highlights

Sultan opens
career exhibition

His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Al

Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah,

inaugurated the 20th edition of the National Career

Exhibition, on Wednesday February 07 2018, at Expo

Centre Shaijah. The inauguration was-also attended by

Sheikh smmmed Bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Crow,
puty Ru

Prince an of Shar/ah Shelkh

em-Bin Sultan AlQ arj
Khaled. I;uaj
Department of Seaport uand a number of She/khs




is Highness Sheikh Sultan
cut the traditional ribbon that marked
the official opening of the event, and
then toured the exhibition, where he
met a number of officials from the
participating establishments. They
briefed His Highness on the fields of
employment, job opportunities and
training programs offered by their
institutions to Emirati graduates.

The exhibition, which is organised by
ExpoCentre Sharjahinpartnershipwith
the Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI), the Emirates Institute
for Banking and Financial Studies
(EIBFS) and the Sharjah Government's
Directorate of Human Resources, is
an important and beneficial event,
especially for Emirati job-seekers.

The exhibition aims to connect
graduates with various public and
private sector institutions, as well
as facilitate  their  recruitment,
training and development.

The exhibition has witnessed a
significant increase in the number
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of participants, with more than 100
governmental and private entities
participating, while the previous year
saw a total of 80 entities participating.

Banks, ministries, government
departments, all wings of the Armed
Forces,  investment  companies,
private institutions, insurance
companies and others are among
the entities that are offering
employment opportunities to Emiratis.

The inauguration was also attended
by Abdullah Sultan Al Qwais, Chairman
of the SCCI, Dr Tarig Sultan Bin
Khadem, Member of the Sharjah
Executive Council and Chairman of
the Sharjah Government's Directorate
of Human Resources, Jamal Al Jasmi,
General Manager of EIBFS and Head
of HR Development Committee in
the Banking and Financial Sector,
Saif Mohamed Al Midfa, CEO of Expo
Centre Sharjah, and a number of heads
and directors of federal and local
departments and institutions, as well
asmembers of the Board of Directors of
Sharjah Chamber and bank executives.

His  Highness  Sheikh  Sultan
honoured Saqr  Ghabash, former
Minister of Human Resources and
Emiratisation, for his support and
efforts to strengthen Emirati human
resource and boost Emiratisation.

His Highness also honoured the
UAE Central Bank for supporting
Emiratisation in the banking sector
and presented the award to Saif
Hadaf Al Shamsi, Assistant Governor
for Monetary Policy and Banking
Supervision, who attended the
event on behalf of the Governor.




His Highness also honoured the
banks that achieved the highest
percentage of Emiratisation. His
Highness also  presented the
Human  Resources  Development
(HRD) Awards for the banking and
financial sectors and presented
the Best Emiratisation CEO Award.

The HRD Awards were presented in
two categories. The first category
comprised banks that hired a total
number of 1,000 employees and
above. The honour was awarded
to Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank and was
presented to Khamis Bou Haroun,
Deputy Chairman and Acting CEO,
as well as Sharjah Islamic Bank,
where the Award was presented
to Mohammed Ahmed Abdullah,
Chief Executive Officer of the Bank.

The second category was presented
to banks who hired a total of 500
employees and above, and the
category was won by Commercial
International Bank (CIB), where
the Award was received by Mark
Robinson, CEO of the Bank

Mohammed Ahmed Abdullah, CEO
of Sharjah Islamic Bank, won the
Best CEQ award, while Magda Al
Suwaidi, Head of Integration of Retail
Banking at First Abu Dhabi Bank,
won the Qutstanding Woman Award
in the Banking and Financial sector.

The awards aim to enhance
Emiratisation  efforts and have
been particularly successful since
their inception in 1999, They
hold a special place in supporting
human resource development

and  Emiratisation  policies. @
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DSPC’s Activities

The Sharjah Consultative Council held a meeting on January
11. 2018 with top officials of the Department of Sharjah
Seaports& Customs( DSPC) to discuss the activities of the
local ports and customs in the Emirate.

Council Discusses

he meeting, which was
headed by Her Excellency Khawla
Abdul Rahman Al Mulla, Chairperson
of the Sharjah Consultative Council,
attended by Sheikh Khaled bin
Abdullah  bin  Sultan Al Qasimi,
Chairman of the Department of
Seaports & Customs and Mohammed
Mir Abdulrahman, Director of DSPC
During the meeting, Sheikh Khaled
saidthat the departmenthas achieved
a lot in developing its facilities
and attracting and supporting
international companies to use local




ports, which contributed in rising
the shipping and trading activities,
as per the directives of His highness
Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al
Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Sharjah.

Sheikh Khaled emphasized that the
DSPC is the shield that safeguards
the  sovereign and  economic
security of the state by cracking
down smuggling and controlling the
emirate's terminals with cooperation
of the federal and local concerned
authorities.

He declared that the three ports of
Sharjah, literally; Khalid, Hamriyah and
Khorfakkan are the main seaports
of the Emirate and regarded as the
mainstream that nourishes the
import -export movement and cargo
handling. These ports are extremely
important, thanks to their strategic
locations on the Arabian Gulf and
the Gulf of Oman. The three ports
are connected together by modern
net of roads that lead to all emirates
of the UAE. The DSPC believes in
investing in the infrastructures field
due to its vital role in developing
the economy of the Emirate. On this

basis the Department worked on
construction of road network that
joins Sharjah Ports with the Federal
Expressways to facilitate movement
of cargo throughout the ports. The
Port of Hamriyah and the Free Zone
of Hamriyah have been connected to
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Road,
while Khorfakkan Port was joined to
Sharjah via Al Maliha highway.

Sheikh Khaled pointed out that the
Department is keeping pace with all
developments and it is now following
the direction of implementing smart
services as well as it has renewed
all customs inspection equipment at
Sharjah International Airport terminal.
He stressed on the importance of
partnership with the private sector.
The department has realized this by
its successful partnership with its
strategic partner Gulftainer Group
which is participating in marketing
the services of the department
and increasing the throughput of
container handling. The departmentis
also committed to social partnership
by supporting the events and
activities of the Supreme Council of
Family Affairs forits vital role in social

awareness.
The Chairman also draw the attention
to the importance of rising the role
of the Department in protecting the
Emirate’s coasts from ship stranding.
The department has prepared a
law draft that enables the DSPC to
proceed in safeguarding its coasts
from any harm and damage. the draft
is being now studied by the legal
department of the Ruler's Office.

For his part Mohammed Meer Abdul
Rahman, Director of the Department
emphasized that the DSPC is keen
to make the best usage of the its
potentials to boost its share in the
GDP. The Seaports of Sharjah are
presenting  operational  services
by organizing the navigational
movements and cargo loading and
unloading operations along with
the customs related operations that
includes inspection and customs

clearance.

The Council's members also discussed
the department’s objectives and
competencies, as well as its role in
the national economy and achieving
economic development, and

operations.

local
its  services and




A Huge participation
of Sharjah Customs in the
First Emirates Customs IWeek
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he inauguration of the
week was led by HE AliMohamed
bin  Subaih Al Kaabi, Customs
Commissioner and Chairman of the
Federal Customs Authority (FCA),
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah al
Nuaimie, Chairman of Ajman Port
and Customs Department, Head of
Committee of Celebrations of the
First Week of Emirates Customs and
several Director Generals of Customs
Departments of the UAE, Strategic
Partners and Federal and local
customs  staffs.
Addressing the audience, AlKaabisaid
that the celebrations of the Customs
day in this year is marking cooperation
and integrity in customs sector in the
United Arab Emirates. He stated that
the UAE is celebrating the Worlds
Customs Day upon the invitation
of the Federal Customs Authority
and a generous initiative of Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah al Nuaimie,
Chairman of Ajman Port and Customs
Department to host the inauguration
ceremony with the participation all
parts of the UAE customs community
representing the unity of the customs
sector in Emirates.
He added that the event also marks
the principals adopted by the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan(
May Allah bless his soul) which comes
in the beginning of this year, the year
of "Zayed Al Khair" which embodies
the year of giving, including the unity
and giving for the good of our country.

His Excellency said that the WCO
has selected the theme; "A secure
business environment for economic
development” for the world customs
celebrations in this year, emphasizing
that security and development are
comprising the most points of interest
for the FCA.

HE Ali Mohamed bin Subaih Al Kaabi,
Customs Commissioner and Chairman
of the Federal Customs Authority
and Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah
al Nuaimie, Chairman of Ajman Port
and Customs Department honoured
several UAE customs officers for
best customs confiscations including

Customs QOfficer Mohammed Al
Abdullah Issa from Sharjah Customs.
Several Dignitaries participated in the
event including HE Mohammed Meer
AbdulRahman, Director of Department
of Seaports & Customs (Sharjah),
Mr. Khamis Al Bidaiwi, Director of
Khorfakkan Customs Centre, Mr.
Abdullah Mahmoud Al Hamadi,
Director- Assistant of Khorfakkan
Customs Centre , Mr. Yaqoub Ghabish,
Director of Hamriyah  Customs
Centre, Mr. Omar bu Shabss, Director
Assistant  of Hamriyah Customs
Centre and several customs officers

and employees of Sharjah Customs.
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Within the activities held to mark
the “First Emirates Customs
Week”, the Department of Seaports
and Customs with association of
the Federal Customs Authority,
organized on January 23 2018
a workshop under the theme of
Customs Integrity.

he workshop which was
held at Al Jawahar Hall -Sharjah,
Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
attended by more than 63 persons
being customs officers and
employees from several customs
centres of the UAE representing
Customs authorities of Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al
Khima, Fujairah and Sharjah.

A workshop on
Customs Integrity

Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Albakr,
Chairman'’s Consultant for Legal
Affairs at the Federal Customs
Authority run the workshop

and reviewed the concept of
“integrity” in customs, the Arusha
Declaration and the customs national
objectives which are aiming at
collection of duties, facilitation of
trade, community protection and
safeguarding the national security.
The workshop witnessed a strong
interaction of the participants about

the concept of integrity in customs.
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he Headquarters of the
Department at Al Layyah, Customs
Centres premises and port facilities
observed the national day by
decorating the buildings and hanging
the flags of the United Arab Emirates
Thestaff of the Department expressed
their joy and extended their sincerest
congratulations  to His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the United Arab Emirates,
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai and
His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin
Mohammed Al Qasimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah
and the Rulers of the Emirates and
people of the UAE.
They proudly reviewed the
unprecedented great achievements
in Political, Economical, Commercial,
Humanitarian, Cultural and Educational
fields, all of which is attributed to the
visionary leadership of the country.
Several members of staff expressed
their pleasure at the 46nd National
Day wishing more progress and
prosperity to the people of the United
Arab Emirates,
The DSPC also distributed gifts on the
prestigious celebration to each and
every employee of the department.
Prior to November 2nd, the Department
participated in observing the United
Arab Emirates Flag Day which was
celebrated on the Flag Island in the
largest national gathering in Sharjah
which took place under the theme
the UAE of giving and Generosity”
synonymously with celebrations of
the Flag Day across the country . Also
the staff of customs centres and the

department’s administrations marked
the happy event.

The headquarters of the Department
of Seaports & Customs held a special
ceremony on November 28 2017,
to mark the UAE 46th National Day
Occasion.

National songs were performed and

gifts were distributed to the staff and
workers of the department as well as
the customers and there was a corner
for National dishes for all.

The celebrations of the National
Day at other Sharjah Customs
Centers were held between 26th

and 29th of November 2017.
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its Participation

TECHNICAL oca I
SUPPORT ,—iall

he participation of the
department came within the platform
of all of Sharjah’s Government
Departments  which included 48
agencies
More than 140 applications were
displayed at Sharjah Government
platform including some smart
e-services which were displayed to
the public for the first time. These



e-services are aiming at facilitating
procedures and time consumption
for all customers of the government
entities of Sharjah.

DSCP participation came within the
direction of His Highness Dr. Sheikh
Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi,
Member of The Supreme Council and
Ruler of Sharjah to provide latest
solutions by linking together all
governmental entities digitally. DSPC's
participation also came within the
support of Sheikh Khaled bin Abdullah
bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman of
the Department of Seaports &
Customs and H.E. Mohammed Meer
AbdulRahman Al Sarrah, Director of
DSPC.

One of the most attracting e-services
of the participant team of the
department which unveiled in this
session was the “Technical Support
Truck” The Truck was designed to
provide multiple services outside the
land customs zone and was developed
10 provide customs related e-services
in places where no customs office is
available. It also can serve as mobile
clearance office and is provided with
some monitoring equipment.

The Technical Support truck can
support the following:

e (ustoms inspections as the
truck is furnished with state-
of-art equipment fitted to be
used in various locations and
circumstances.

e (Customs Clearance proceedings

e Issuance of VCC (Vehicle Customs
Certificates)

e Monitoring system that is
provided with high quality Video
surveillance Cameras  (outdoor/
indoor).

Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmed Al Qasimi,

Chairman of Sharjah Media Council

with Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al

Qasimi, Director General of the

Department of Digital Government

visited the stand of the DSPC and

were acquainted with the e-services

afforded .

The participating DSPC team of IT

staffs and Customs officers included

Mr. Ibrahim Al Raeesi, Director of

Khatm Al Melaha Customs Centre, Mr.

Mohammed Abdul Wahid Al Ajmani,

Mr. Majid Yagoub al Ramsi, Mr.Thomas

John, Mr. Abdullah Al Mazimi, Mr. Dhiab

Joma Al Suwaidi, Mr. Hareb issa Hareb,

and Mr. Abdullah Yousuf Elyassi.



DSPC News

he Department of

Seaport & Customs has conducted a
Health Awareness Campaign with
collaboration of NMC Group. This was
the second of its kind within four
months.
The campaign which was launched
on January 16 2018, aimed at raising
awareness among the staff about
general health issues related to blood
pressure, blood sugar and cholesteral,

Free medical checkups were
made available for staff who gathered
at the checking point for the purpose

of the stated medical checkups.



DSPC News

mbelegation Visits
the Headquarters of the

Department and
Customs Centre

Hamriyah

A delegation of the Federal Customs
Authority (FCA) has visited the
headquarters of the Department
of Seaports & Customs (DSPC) and
Hamriyah  Customs Centre. The
delegation conducted meetings on
14 and 15 November 2017 at the
Headquarters of the Department
with Sharjah Customs Officials in
the course of consultations with all
customs administrations in the United
Arab Emirates in order to develop
customs procedures and unify them.
Mr. Abdullah  Howkel, Head of
Customs Clearance Section(DSPC)
Mr. Abdullah Mahmud Al Hamadi,
Director Assistant of Khorfakkan
Customs Centre and Ali Abdul Hussein,
Finance Manager (DSPC) attended the
meeting and briefed the delegation
which included representatives of FCA
and UAE Customs Departments about
implantations of customs procedures
in Sharjah Customs.
Earlier, the FCA delegation also had
visited Hamriyah Customs Centre
on 12 & 13 November 2017 where
Mr. Yagoub Ghabish, Director of
Hamriyah Customs Centre and his
assistant Mr. Omar Bushabs, received
the delegation and held meetings

with them for the same purposes.
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DSPC News

he delegation which was
headed by Norah Al Shamsi held a
meeting with Mr. Jamal Al Sheikh,
Assistant - Head of Statistics Section
of Sharjah Customs to boost bilateral
cooperation between both parties.
They also discussed the  annual
statistical reports of Sharjah Customs.
The Statistics Section at Sharjah
Customs is one of the main and
vital section in the Department.
It provides information  about all
commercial  operations including
Imports, Exports ,Re-  Exports
and Transits of goods through

all customs centres of Sharjah. @




DSPC Awarded
for Gitex 2017

Participation

His Excellency Sheikh Khalid bin Sultan
bin Ahmed Al Qasimi, Director General of
Department of E-Government awarded
the Department of Seaports & Customs
for its recognized participation in Gitex
20147, Present at the ceremony were
several officials and Director Generals
of Sharjah Government Departments,

Sheikh Khalid presented appreciation
certificates for the DSPC team which
participated in Gitex 2017 show

and a plague commemorating their
successful accomplishment in that
event,

The stall of the Department at Gitex
2017 witnessed a great attraction
from the visitors due to the innovated
e- services especially the “Technical
Support Truck” for its importance as
a mobile customs office which can
issue various customs bills and support

inspection operations,



Iraining Courses

Training Courses
for Customs Staff

Customs Inspection Methods
within its strategic cooperation with
Sharjah  Police  Academy, Sharjah
Customs organized Customs
Inspection Methods training course
during the period 14 to 16 November
2017 at Sharjah Police Academy.
Seventeen (Customs officers from
several  Customs Centres have
participated in this training course.
The training session aimed at
highlighting the new ways of
inspection and perspectives,
Al participants  were  awarded
certificates for completing the
session by Lieutenant Colonel Nasir
Sulaiman Al Nuaimi- Head of Training
and Occupational Development at the
Academy.




Customs Tariff and H.S. Code
Sharjah Customs also organized a
training course about Customs Tariff
and HS. Code. The trainees have
been acquainted about the recent
developments of customs tariff and
the harmonized system code (adopted
by the World Customs Organization)
which are very important in
understanding and implementation of
customs duties and classification of
commodities.

Customs  officers and customs
clearance staffs from Creek Customs
Centre, Cargo Customs Centre,
Container Customs Centre, SAIF
Zone Customs Centre and Hamriyah
Customs Centre joined the course.
The session was conducted during
the period 911- January 2018 at the
meeting hall of Container Customs
Centre,

Revealing document &
signature Forgery

Sharjah  Customs also conducted a
training session from 16 till 18 January
2018 at Container Customs Centre's
meeting hall, about revealing document,
signature, and bank-document  forgery.
Employees who joined the session were from
Creek Customs Centre, Hamriyah Customs
Centre, Container Customs Centre and Post
Customs  Centre,

Participants were awarded certificates for
completing the session by Mr. Mohammed Al
Mohammed Al Ha-san Al Shamsi, Assistant-
Director of Container Customs Centre,




Iraining Courses

Occupational Etiquette

Fifteen Customs Officers  from
Creek,  SAIF  Zone,  Container
Customs, Passenger Centre(Sharjah
International Airport), Cargo (Airport)
and Hamriyah Customs Centres
joined a training course about the
occupational etiquette during the
period January 2123- at Sharjah
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The course was totally dedicated
to explain and review principles and
communication  of  Occupational
Etiquette related to customs works.

Sl | [1E o) Ee




Diplomatic, military,
personal effects and
charities exemptions and
duty exempted goods,
Sharjah  Customs also concluded”
diplomatic, military, personal effects
and charities exemptions and duty
exempted goods” course which was
held at the meeting hall of Container
Customs Centre during the period April
1113- February 2018. Participants
were briefed about the concepts
and understanding the theme of the
training course

Customs officers from five customs

centres took part in this course,
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His ﬁighhess Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi,

Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, unveiled
three real estate projects to be developed in Sharjah, worth
AED2.7bn, by a joint venture between Sharjah Investment and
Development Authority (Shurooq) and Eagle Hills.

huroog

and Eagle Hills
will work together in a strategic
partnership, represented by Eagle Hills
Sharjah Development, a dedicated real
estate company that aims to develop
the three projects - Maryam Island,
Kalba Waterfront, and Palace Al Khan.

The large-scale projects, including
high-end hospitality facilities in
Sharjah, will give a strong boost to the

Palace Al Khan

emirate's flourishing property sector,
setting new benchmarks for housing,
hospitality,and retail offerings, as
well as lifestyle communities in the
emirate,

At the event of launching the new
project on January 16 2018, Sheikha
Bodour bint Sultan Al Qasimi,
chairperson of Shurooq and Eagle Hills
Sharjah Development, said: “Sharjah

is witnessing a distinctive boom in
its diversified economy which has
been attracting various investments
from business leaders around the
world, making the Emirate a premium
investment destination for tourism
and trade, thanks to the leadership of
HH Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Muhammad
Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme
Council Ruler of Sharjah.




At Shuroog, we dedicate our efforts
to working with various government
entities in the emirate to establish
the groundwork  for  promising
opportunities for several businesses,
and to strengthen our infrastructure
in support of both public and private
sectors. Today, we are gathered to
announce a strategic partnership
between Shuroog and Eagle Hills in
order to launch three new projects
that provide unique residential and
leisure opportunities to citizens and
residents in Sharjah, thanks to our firm
belief in the Emirate’'s competencies.”

Kalba Waterfront

Kalba Waterfront boasts a magnificent
view of a serene lagoon lined by
mangroves, surrounded by beautiful
natural scenery. The mall offers an
outdoor shopping experience, along
with a variety of indoor and outdoor
restaurants and a children's play
area, in addition to a park around the
lagoon, allowing guests to enjoy a
relaxing atmosphere and a peaceful
retreat on the lakeside promenade.
Kalba Waterfront is designed as an

integrated family community that
aims to meet the needs of visitors and
surrounding local communities. The
mall features a supermarket, a family
entertainment centre, and a large food
court,

Maryam Island

Maryam Island is the latest addition to
Sharjah’s burgeoning tourism sector.
It is the first waterfront development
destination of its kind in the emirate,
Nestledinthe heartof Sharjah, Maryam
Island offers residential apartments
and retail outlets, five- and four-star
hotels, luxury villas, and waterfront
food and beverage outlets, as well as
a souq and various facilities such as a
spa, a fitness club, a swimming pool,
and a children's play area.Maryam
Island is located in downtown Sharjah
overlooking the Arabian Sea. It is a
premier waterfront plot providing easy
access to the whole emirate as well as
the neighbouring emirates.

Palace Al Khan
Palace Al Khan represents a splendid
addition  to  Sharjah's  elegant

Kalba Waterfront

skyline and exciting hospitality and
tourism offerings. The hotel offers
a spectacular blend of nature and
state-of-the-art facilities, integrating
Sharjah's downtown history with
modern waterfront living. Complete
with a spa, a fitness club, an outdoor
swimming pool, conference facilities
and parking, Palace Al Khan s
comprised of 87 keys in total, including

executive suites. @




Free /ones

Sharjah-based Elan Incorporated, a
leading polymer based industrial
packaging company, is setting up
a production facility for tight head
and open top steel drums of up to
220 litres (55 gallons) capacity
for the growing petrochemical
and chemical industries in UAE.




Elan's new state-of-the-art ,
manufacturing unit will be set up at
the Hamriyah Free Zone, and will have
a capacity of over 2 million drums per
annum, said a statement.

The project is likely to be completed
by end of 2018 at an estimated cost [
of Dh35 million ($9.52 million), it said, pee—
Elan has entered into a long-term J
lease agreement with Hamriyah Free
Zone far setting up the factory, which
will offer internationally acclaimed
steel drums representing latest
technology. This fully automated
plant with the most modern
manufacturing and testing facilities
will be the first of its kind in the
region, it added.

Strategically located Hamriyah Free
Zone, which offers most modern
infrastructure and most investor
friendly environment for the business
10 grow.

This new facility is an extension of
Elan’s current operations at Sharjah
Free Zone, producing intermediate
bulk containers, polymer containers
and drums.

Anil Jain, one of the owners of Elan
Incorporated, said: “We always wanted
to be one-stop-shop for industrial
packaging for our valued customers/
users.’

“Steel drum operations will allow us
to reach out to the ever expanding
petrochemical and chemical industries
in the region, and forge long term
partnerships,’ he said.

C Hubert, head of international
operations of parent company, Time
Technoplast Limited, said: “We have
worked tirelessly to the delight of

our valued customers in 12 countries
and this new facility will help us
service large number of users in the
region, who deserve 1o get the best
packaging products available world-

over'e®
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WCO News

The Weo-

"CUTarmonizeq System Committee (HSC) helg its 60th Session
from 27 September to6 Octoper 2017 at wco eadquarters in
Brussels, The Session was attendeq by 169 parti
78 Contractj

Cipants representing
Ng Parties to the HS Convention, One Wco Mempey
administration and three international Organizatiopg.

ALPHABETICAL INDEX




Harmonized System

Committee (HSC)
celebrates itsm Session

uring his opening address
Mr. Ping LIU, Director of Tariff and Trade
Affairs, referred to the symbolic and
historic importance of this gathering;
the Harmonized System Committee
was now celebrating its 60th Session,
thus exceeding the number of
sessions held by its predecessor, the
old Nomenclature Committee. Since
its first session, held in April 1988, the
Harmonized System Committee had
examined 4,144 Agenda items and
taken 2,230 decisions.
Over the vyears, the number of
Contracting Parties to the Harmonized
System Committee had grown from 4
in 1985 to 156 today, and the number
of countries and Economic and/or
Customs Unions that used the HS now
stood at 209,
In the course of its recent sessions,
the  Committee  had  adopted
innovative approaches for dealing
with a number of challenges, including
how to take account of technological

developments and requests related
to environmental issues, all of which
were assuming increasing importance.
The Director also highlighted the tasks
that lay in store for the Committee,
saying he was confident that it
would be able to step up the pace
of its decisions thanks to a speedier
decision-making  process.

During the 60th Session, the HSC
took some 50 classification decisions
related to products covered by the
HS Nomenclature, in at least seven
different areas. The Committee
adopted 18 sets of amendments to
the Explanatory Notes and approved
21 new C(lassification Opinions.

As part of the work to prepare the
Seventh Edition of the HS (HS 2022),
six sets of amendments to the
Nomenclature  were  provisionally
adopted, and some decisions on the
classification of goods were submitted
to the HS Review Sub-Committee for
consideration of possible amendments

to the Nomenclature to facilitate the
classification of various products,
such as 3D printers for example,
and motor vehicle windscreens.
Productive discussions were held
on how to classify products newly
released on to the world market, in
areas which included cutting-edge
technology (for example, equipment
for manufacturing LCD modules), the
food industry (for example, blanched
green shell mussels), and the tobacco
industry, with a useful exchange on
how to classify new tobacco products.
Another notable aspect of the
Committee’s work was an intervention
made by Mexico to withdraw
a reservation it had entered in
respect of the classification of a
commodity, in keeping with the

approach adopted by the Council at
its 129th/130th Sessions to limit the
number of reservations entered by
administrations in respect of decisions

taken by the Committee.@




Aviation News

Nir Arabi
2017 net profit of
AED 662

Air Arabia recently announced full-year financial
results for 2017 as the Middle East and North
Africa’s first and largest low-cost carrier once again
delivered high levels of profitability and growth
across the breadth of its operations.

ir Arabia's net profit for
the full year ending December 31,
2017 was AED 66¢2 million, a 30
per cent increase compared to AED
508 million registered in 2016.
Turnover for the full year 2017 was
in line with the preceding 12 months
reaching AED 3.74 billion. More than
8.5 million passengers flew with Air
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Arabia in 2017 and the average seat
load factor - or passengers carried as
a percentage of available seats - in
2017 stood at an impressive 79 per
cent.

Following its solid full year 2017
performance, Air Arabia's Board
of Directors proposed a dividend
distribution of 10 per cent of share
capital, which is equivalent to 10 fils
per share. This proposal was made
following a meeting of the board of
directors of Air Arabia and is subject to
ratification by Air Arabia’s shareholders
at the company's upcoming Annual
General Meeting.

Air Arabia added 21 new routes to its
global network in 2017 from its five
operating hubs in the UAE, Morocco,
Egypt and Jordan. The carrier took
delivery of 4 new aircraft and ended
the year with a fleet of 50 Airbus
A320 aircraft operating to 140 routes
across the Middle East, Africa, Asia
and Europe.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohammad Al
Thani, Chairman of Air Arabia said:
“Air Arabia has enjoyed consistent
and sustained growth in 2017 driven

by its network expansion strategy
and cost control measures helping us
10 once again deliver a strong set of
results. While palitical and economic
challenges continued to impact the
performance of the aviation sector in
2017, we have focused more keenly
than ever on ensuring the highest
level of operational efficiency and
appealing product offering”.

He added: “Air Arabia's ability
to continue to report sustained
profitability and achieve solid growth
margins across our network reflects
the strength of our business model
and the carrier's management team.’
In the fourth quarter of 2017, Air
Arabia reported a net profit of AED
26 million, anincrease of 177 per cent
compared to a net loss of AED 33
million registered in the last quarter of
2016. Turnover for the three months
ending December 31, 2017 was AED
858 million, anincrease of 5.4 per cent
compared to AED 814 million in the
same period in 2016. Air Arabia flew
over 2 million passengers in the final
quarter of 2017 at an impressive seat

factor of 78%.
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HAMRIYAH FREE ZONE AUTHORITY

Advancing your

corporate prosperity

Power your growth from a strategic
Middle East hub.

Enjoy world-class facilities and a thriving
community of 6,500 other businesses

at Sharjah’s Hamriyah Free Zone, where
infrastructure and connectivity align with a
conducive corporate environment. Full foreign
ownership is permitted, as well as repatriation
of capital and profits, and you'll pay no
corporate, income, import or export taxes.

www.hfza.ae A Designated Zone
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it Elan to set up steel drum
productlon facility in Sharjah

A huge Participation of Sharjah Customs in the
First Emirates Customs Week





