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policy adopted by the Department of Seaports & Customs.
The session was attended by Chairman and Director of the
Department who reviewed its missions and developments.

‘I'hE Consultative Council of Sharjah recently discussed the

From the discussions held a conclusion was reached that the
Department of Seaports & Customs has followed the right path
in investing in the infrastructures of its ports and facilities. Such
invvestment has led to supporting, enhancing and diversifying
the economy of the Emirate and it is found that the Department’s
quest in developing customs works is adhering more and more
towards smart solutions.

Throughout years of dedicated work to serve the community,
the Department of Seaports & Customs took development as
a road to improve the rendered ports and customs related
Services.

With three main seaports that enjoy strategic locations on the

Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman and ten Customs centers on

land, sea and air outlets all over the Emirate of Sharjah, the
entity is providing a wide spectrum of services that boost the
local economy and protect and defend the community.

The followed trend of development will improve as it has done
in the past that it is the best choice to be followed to face future
challenges of the ever and fast changing world.
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Sharjah
Consultative
Council L
Discusses DSPC’s

Activities

The Sharjah Consultative Council held a
meeting on January 11 2018 with top
officials of the Department of Sharjah
Seaports& Customs( DSPC) to discussed
the activities of the local ports and
customs in the Emirate.
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he meeting, which was
Theaded by Her Excellency

Khawla Abdul Rahman Al
Mulla, Chairperson of the Shar-
jah Consultative Council, attend-
ed by Sheikh Khaled bin Abdullah
bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman
of the Department of Seaports
& Customs and Mohammed Mir
Abdulrahman, Director of DSPC.

During the meeting, Sheikh

Khaled said that the department
has achieved a lot in developing
its facilities and attracting
and supporting international
companies to use local ports,
which contributed in rising the
shipping and trading activities, as
per the directives of His highness
Dr. Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed
Al Qasimi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Sharjah.

Sheikh Khaled emphasized
that the DSPC is the shield that
safequards the sovereign and
economic security of the state
by cracking down smuggling
and controlling the of the Emirate
terminals with cooperation of
the federal and local concerned
authorities.

He declared that the three
ports of Sharjah, literally; Khalid,
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Hamriyah and Khorfakkan Ports are
the main seaports of the Emirate
and regarded as the mainstream
which nourishes the import -export
movement and cargo handling.
These ports are extremely
important, thanks to their strategic
locations on the Arabian Gulf and
the Gulf of Oman. The three ports
are connected together by modern
net of roads that lead to all emirates
of the UAE. The DSPC believes in
investing in the infrastructures field
due to its vital role in developing
the economy of the Emirate. On
this basis the Department worked
on construction of road network
that joins Sharjah Ports with the
Federal Expressways to facilitate
movement of cargo throughout the
ports. The Port of Hamriyah and the
Free Zone of Hamriyah have been
connected to Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Road, while Khorfakkan
Port was joined to Sharjah via Al
Maliha highway.

Sheikh Khaled pointed out
that the Department is keeping
pace with all developments and it
is now following the direction of
implementing smart services as
well as it has renewed all customs
inspection equipment at Sharjah
International Airport terminal.

He stressed on the importance of
partnership with the private sector.
The department has realized this by
its successful partnership with its
strategic partner Gulftainer Group
which is participating in marketing
the services of the department
and increasing the throughput of
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container handling.

The department is also
committed to social partnership
by supporting the events and
activities of the Supreme Council
of Family Affairs for its vital role
in social awareness.

The Chairman also draw the
attention to the importance of
rising the role of the Department
in protecting the Emirate’s
coasts from ship stranding. The
department has prepared a law
draft that enables the DSPC to
proceed in safeguarding its coasts
from any harm and damage. the
draft is being now studied by the
legal department of the Ruler’s
Office.

For his part Mohammed Meer
Abdul Rahman, Director of the
Department emphasized that
the DSPC is keen to make the
best usage of the its potentials
to boost its share in the GDP. The
Seaports of Sharjah are presenting
operational services by organizing
the navigational movements
and cargo loading and unloading
operations along with the
customs related operations that
includes inspection and customs
clearance.

The Council’s members also
discussed the department’s
objectives and competencies, as
well as its role in the national
economy and achieving local
economic development, and its
services and operations. <
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V JUMBO JAVELIN , a
heavy load carrier with
length of 144.1 m,

Breadth of 26.7 m, GRT 15022 tons
and NRT of 4506 recently called
the main Port of Hamriyah to carry
a project cargo of two structures
each of 500 tons.

The loading of the cargo was
done smoothly and professionally
as all pre loading measures and
precautions were taken by crew
of the vessel and the supporting
port team on berth to end the
operation safely.

Hamriyah is a multipurpose port
that handles all kinds of cargoes
like project and heavy lift cargoes,
traditional break bulk, bagged
cargoes, Ro-Ro, bulk grain, bulk
industrial cargoes, liquid petroleum
and chemical products.

In addition there is an inner
harbor of nearly 6 km of quay with
a maximum depth of 9 meters
along selected berths serving
the needs of petroleum products
storage and marine industry
investors in the Hamriyah Free Zone
as well as the offshore support
service industry. &
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Khorfakkan,

an Environment
Friendly Port

Khorfakkan Port is a key container hub facility and one of the main
seaports of the Emirate of Sharjah. The port, which is ranked amongst
the best in the UAE, Region and World, is situated on the Gulf of Oman.
It has a maximum draft of 16 metres and quay of 1880 metres served
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by 20 Ship to Shore Gantries.

he Department of Seaports
T& Customs, which is strongly

committed to protect the
marine environment and coastal
areas, adopts strict policy in
maintaining the local and UAE
environment conservation laws
as well international agreements
including the Marpol convention.

Realizing this fact, a facility
was established at Khorfakkan
Port operated by Emirates
Environmental Protection Co LLC
(ECO) in cooperation with Sharjah

Ports Authority.

It is the largest Marpol
convention reception facility in the
region in an area of 13000 sq. m.

The Facility can collect all kinds
of petroleum waste (including
sludge) and convert it into
reusable resource. It can also
accommodate ballast water and
sediment reception facility within
the International convention for the
control and management of ship’s
ballast water and sediments. &

Image showing equipment of treatment facility at Khorfakkan Port
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UAE Wins Category
B Membership

of International
Maritime
Organization

The United Arab Emirates has now become the first Arab country to win Category B
membership into the International Maritime Organization, IMO, Council.
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he win was the triumphant
Tresult of an election that
included nominees from
11 leading countries in the
international marine trade sector
such as Germany, Sweden,

Netherlands, Brazil, Argentina,
France and Australia.

The declaration was made
during the 30th General Assembly
meeting held during the period27
Nov. to 6th Dec.2017, amid
international praise for the UAE's
competitive advantages that
has enabled the country to play
a pivotal role in promoting the
international maritime system and
driving the growth of international
maritime trade.

Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed
Belhaif Al Nuaimi, Minister of
Infrastructure Development
and Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Federal Authority
(FTA), conveyed the highest
congratulations to President His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and the Vice President,

Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, noting that
this historical victory translates an
important milestone in the UAE>s
path towards global leadership,
growth and development.

Al Nuaimi said that winning

IMO

membership into the IMO ‘s Council
is an addition to the UAE>s record
of cultural achievements and paves
way for a new stage of global
leadership by enhancing UAE’s
contribution to the development of
international laws and regulations
that will promote international
trade, transport and international

shipping.

The minister attributed the win
to the advanced capabilities and
competitive advantages of the
UAE. He thanked and praised all
the countries which supported the
nomination file and the serious work
and efforts of the supporting team,
who highlighted the cooperative
efforts between the public and
private sectors to raise UAE’s
position globally. He also thanked
the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, ports
and local maritime authorities for
their tireless efforts and valuable
contributions that ensured this
historic win.

Al Nuaimi concluded, «The
UAB>s achievements do not stop
here as we are pushing to continue
the country’s competitive role in
global trade and international
economy, as part of our efforts to
expand the development of local
ports with a total investment of
AED157 billion over the coming
years.» &

19



Issue 61 Dec. 2017 - Feb. 2018 ALMAWANIE

20

3rd Maritime Academic
Conference & Expo
(MARACAD 2017) attracts key
players in the international
maritime sector

maritime organisations, which made it

an exceptional event for the maritime
sector and a comprehensive platform for
catalysing the maritime sector in the UAE.
The event connects all stakeholders in the
maritime industry to contribute to the UAE>s
strategic vision to establish a global hub
for maritime economy.

-I' he conference attracted 22 international

MARACAD

“MARACAD

MARACAD discussed several strategic
topics including the maturity of the maritime
legal system in the UAE and the region, and
the impact of technology on the maritime
industry in different areas. MARACAD was held
amid the UAE>s comprehensive international
campaign to rally support for its bid to join
the Executive Council of the International
Maritime Organisation (IMO). Event organisers
mobilised much support to guarantee the



The UAE Award for

Maritime Creativity
and Innovation 2018

UAE>s membership of the IMO
Executive Council.

Strategic partnerships

Abu Dhabi Ports is one of the
key organisations that work to
develop maritime education and
training. It entered into a strategic
partnership with the Australian
Naval College to develop Abu
Dhabi Ports’ training programmes,
which were also supported by the
Federal Transport Authority - Land
and Maritime. These programmes
play an important role in enhancing
Abu Dhabi>s position as a platform
for managing and enriching
technical and vocational training
programmes in ports and maritime
transport. These programmes are
internationally accredited. Abu

Dhabi Ports honoured the first
batch of trainees who completed
the first phase of the “Master of
Coastal Waters” program that
qualifies them to become captains
in the future.

Abu Dhabi Ports’ sponsorship of
the Maritime Academic Conference
& Expo (MARACAD 2017) builds
on its achievements in maritime
education and training.

Commenting on their
participation, Captain Mohamed
Juma Al Shamisi, CEO of Abu
Dhabi Ports stated that: “We are
happy to sponsor the Maritime
Academic Conference (MARACAD),
which is the first of its kind in
the region. Our presence at the
event is aimed at showcasing

STl oyl i
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our training and development
efforts in the maritime sector.
We have continued to encourage
knowledge exchange through
our internationally accredited
training centre, Abu Dhabi Ports
Maritime Centre, which facilitated
the sharing of best practice in
maritime to more than 408
trainees so far.”

International platform for
decision makers

Commenting on the success of
MARACAD 2017, Captain Hussam
Suyyagh, the Conference Director
said, «We are proud that MARACAD
2017 has promoted UAE’s
membership in the IMO Executive
Council, which will enrich the
diversity of the maritime sector.

21
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We were keen to make this year’s conference
an interactive platform that brought together
leaders of the maritime industry from the
government and private sectors, prestigious
maritime academies, maritime experts, as
well as NGOs, marine-technology developers,
shipping and maritime law firms, business
development consultants, as well as ship-
owners and port operators.»

Dr. Alia Alhussien, Cham Events General
Manager and the Conference Organizer said,
«Since the conference started, we have
been in constant contact with participants
to listen to their feedback and ideas to
develop and enhance the conference’s
activities to maximise the benefit for both
participants and sponsors. We are proud that
MARACAD 2017 has witnessed the launch
of the Maritime Business Leaders Forum.
This has transformed the conference into
a platform for networking, building trade
and scientific relations and exchanging
opportunities among decision makers and

business people in the maritime industry.»

Al Hussien added, “As the maritime
sector has always been a pioneer in coming
up with quality ideas and projects, we
have launched the UAE Award for Maritime
Creativity and Innovation 2018. The award
will recognise maritime professionals and
experts in the UAE who will achieve global
competitiveness with their innovation
and creativity in the maritime industry.
We hope the Award will develop in the
future to become an incubator for creative
maritime entrepreneurs and innovators.”

MARACAD 2017 attracted a large
number of companies and specialists in
the maritime sector. Over 400 maritime
experts and experts attended the panel
discussions on the first day. Most companies
participated in the accompanying exhibition
where they showed their key products and
solutions in marine services, education
and training. &
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IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim said, “The working group made some considerable
progress in bringing together the proposals for the different elements of the draft IMO

GHG strategy.

am confident that Member States will

continue to work on this ahead of the

next working group session, to build
convergence so that the draft initial IMO
GHG strategy can be adopted as planned at
the next session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee in April 2018.”

The second meeting of the Intersessional
Working Group on Reduction of Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Emissions from Ships (23-27
October) has made progress in starting
to shape a draft initial IMO GHG strategy
including refining the vision for IMO, which
will express IMO>s further commitment to
reducing GHG emissions from international

shipping.

While the structure of the strategy has
been largely agreed, the detailed text to be
included is still under discussion.

A wide range of detailed proposals were
put forward for inclusion in the draft initial
strategy. These included those relating to the
vision, levels of ambition, guiding principles,
candidate measures, barriers and supportive
measures and follow up actions. The group
agreed that the draft strateqy should
incorporate a process for its periodic review.

The group agreed that candidate short-
term measures could be measures finalized
and agreed by the Marine Environment
Protection Committee (MEPC) between 2018
and 2023; candidate mid-term measures could
be measures finalized and agreed by the MEPC
between 2023 and 2030; and candidate
long-term measures could be measures
finalized and agreed by the MEPC beyond
2030. Dates of entry into force and when the
measure can effectively start to reduce GHG
emissions would be defined for each measure
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individually. The group supported
the need for early action.

The group highlighted the need
to consider carefully the potential
impact of measures on States,
particularly the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) and Small Island
Developing States (SIDS). The
group also recognised the need
to address barriers and provide
supportive measures, including
capacity building and technical

Y.

cooperation; and research and
development especially into
alternative fuels.

The aim is to reach consensus
at the next meeting.

IMO Secretary-General Kitack
Lim said, «The working group
made some considerable progress
in bringing together the proposals
for the different elements of the
draft IMO GHG strategy. | am

confident that Member States will
continue to work on this ahead of
the next working group session,
to build convergence so that the
draft initial IMO GHG strategy can
be adopted as planned at the next
session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee in April
2018.»

The Working Group»s report,

along with other submissions,
will go forward to the third

25
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Intersessional Working Group session,
scheduled to meet 3-6 April 2018. The
third session is expected to finalize a draft
initial IMO GHG strategy, to be put forward
for adoption by the Marine Environment
Protection Committee (MEPC 72) (9-13 April
2018).

This is in accordance with the timeline
set out in the Roadmap for developing a
comprehensive IMO strategy on reduction
of GHG emissions from ships, which was
approved at MEPC 70.

IMO has already adopted global
mandatory measures to address the
reduction in GHG emissions from ships.

IMO is also executing global technical
cooperation projects to support the capacity
of States, particularly developing States to
implement support energy efficiency in the
shipping sector.

The Intersessional Working Group on

Reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions
from Ships was attended by more than 200
delegates, from more than 50 Member
States. Participants from international
intergovernmental organizations and from
a range of international non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with IMO
also participated in the meeting. &
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